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The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture today reported the following developments in world agriculture and trade: 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 


Six outbreaks of African Swine Fever have been discovered in north- 
west BELGIUM, the center of the Belgian hog industry, which accounts for ap- 
proximately 50 percent of total production. The EUROPEAN COMMUNITY (EC) has 
imposed restrictions on trade in Belgian hogs and fresh and frozen pork prod- 
ucts. 


The origin of the outbreak first discovered on March 8 appears to ‘be- 
Spanish cured, uncooked pork. Belgian officials have reacted by destroying 
animals on the affected farms, prohibiting slaughter for market=in the affec= ~~ 
ted area and prohibiting operation of public animal markets afd: livestock 
shows throughout Belgium. There will be no immediate direct -impact oneWas? 
trade due to this outbreak. However, if depopulation slaughter increases, it. 
may reduce pressure on Danish pork exports to the United States: and open Up a2 
market in the EC for more U.S. pork livers. 
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KHEKE 


Trade sources report that IRELAND has won tenders for 56,000 tons of 
beef exports to Iran, Eygpt and Algeria, according to the U.S. agricultural 
attache in Dublin. These are for both bone-in and boneless frozen beef. The 
prices are reportedly between $1,000 and $1,400 per ton c.i.f. 


In addition, Irish exporters will ship 10,000 head of live cattle to 
Egypt for delivery in April-May 1985. Irish beef exports to the Middle East 
have increased dramatically in the past five years, from 15,000 tons in 1980 
to an estimated 74,000 tons in 1984. This is due almost exclusively to the EC 
system of generous export subsidies. 


The Irish sales will have little direct impact on U.S. exports of 
beef. However, these new sales will displace more beef from traditional ex- 
porters such as Australia, which could result in more meat moving to the 
United States. 


HHKKK 
-more- 


LYNN K. GOLDSBROUGH, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9442. Additional copies 
may be obtained from FAS Media and Public Affairs Branch, 5918-South, Washing- 
EGmseb..©2e20Z50tm? levi @202)e 447-7937. 
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The EUROPEAN COMMUNITY recently confirmed that 1,500 tons of inter- 
vention beef has been sold in the Far East: 500 tons to Okinawa and 1,000 


tons to Singapore. No price information is available. This sale will have 
little direct impact on U.S. beef exports. 


The beef was exported without export subsidies since the EC does not 
make subsidies available for beef to that part of the world. Following a 
meeting between the Prime Minister of Australia and the EC Agricultural 
Commissioner earlier this year, the EC announced that it had no intention of 
granting refunds (i.e. export subsidies) for sales of beef products to markets 
in the Far East. Reportedly, EC exporters were able to make these sales 
because they were receiving high prices in other markets and were able to make 
the shipments to the Far East at much lower margins. 


HHEKEK 


WORLD tallow production declined slightly in 1984 largely due to re- 
duced Australian and U.S. output. A further decrease is expected in 1985. 


In the United States, total 1984 tallow and grease production was 
down more than 2 percent because of reduced inedible tallow production. This 
decrease was due to unfavorable returns in the rendering/reprocessing indus- 
try. For 1985, a further decline in U.S. tallow production is expected based 
on expected lower red meat production, a continued strong dollar, and contin- 
ued low palm oil prices vis-a-vis tallow. 


EC tallow production rose 5 percent in 1984 because of increased cow 
herd culling due to the EC milk quota program. For 1985, tallow production is 
expected to fall because of a lower cattle slaughter forecast. 


Reduced cattle slaughter in Australia and Canada caused tallow pro- 


duction in these countries to decline in 1984 and further declines are ex- 
pected in 1985. 


In New Zealand, tallow production continues to be relatively high be- 


cause of both increased sheep meat production and increased rendering of sur- 
plus mutton. 


In Argentina, tallow production was up in 1984 because of increased 
slaughter. A further increase is expected this year. 
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World tallow production is as follows in 1,000 tons: 


1982 1983 198A / L985 477; 

United States 2228 oeoDL 5,278 S761 
Canada 220 Z05 208 202 
Argentina 276 ZOD Zi 286 
EC-10 997. 940 986 952 
USSR 350 5aD 360 370 
Australia 3/ 316 308 250 248 
New Zealand 4/ 25 138 129 134 

Total includes 36 countries 6,241 6,369 6,283 6,267 


1/ Estimate. 2/ Forecast. 3/ July-June year. 4/ October-September year. 


KHKKK 


DENMARK is expected to continue as the world's largest ranch mink 
producing country for the next several years, according to the U.S. agricul- 
tural counselor in Copenhagen. In 1983/84, Denmark produced 6 million skins, 
or about 20 percent of world production. Production is forecast to expand to 
7 million skins in 1984/85 and 8.5 million in 1985/86. 


KHEEE 


Poultry meat production in INDIA reached an estimated 143,000 tons in 
1984, 5 percent above the 1983 level, according to the U.S. agricultural coun- 
selor in New Delhi. One of the major reasons for the increase is growing con- 
sumer preference for broiler meat. Poultry meat production in 1985 is fore- 
cast to expand about 2 percent to 146,000 tons. 


India's egg production in 1984 is estimated at 15.06 billion pieces, 
6 percent above 1983. Most of the growth in egg production is due to pro- 
ducers switching from local breeds to hybrid layers that lay more eggs per 
year. Hybrid layers currently account for nearly two-thirds of the laying 
flock. Egg production in 1985 is forecast to increase about 4 percent to 
15.J/Z Dillion pieces. 


KHEKHK 


Cattle hide production in 39 SELECTED COUNTRIES totaled 4.335 million 
tons in 1984, about the same as in 1983. Hide production in 1985 is forecast 
to decrease slightly primarily due to reduced slaughter in the EC and the 
United States. 


The major cattle hide exporters--the United States, Canada, Austra- 
lia, South Africa and New Zealand--are expected to produce 1.325 million tons 
of hides in 1985, down about 4 percent from last year and only slightly above 
1979-81 production levels. Since 1979, hide production in these countries has 
been relatively stable, ranging from 1.3 to 1.4 million tons. With continued 
weak markets for beef and reduced cattle inventories, there appears to be lit- 
tle prospect of any major increase in hide production in these countries in 
the short term. 
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Hide production in selected countries is as follows in 1,000 tons: 


Country 1982 1983 1984 1/ 1985e27) 
United States i, OL 1,040 1,067 Ale Ose 
Canada 98 oF ae 90 
Australia 3/ 55 1s) 124 (in uy 
South Africa 55 61 60 60 
New Zealand 4/ 46 44 38 39 
Subtotal STL 1,403 1,381 digs 25, 
EC-10 683 714 743 720) 
Argentina 293 21D 291 302 
Soviet Union 867 892 917 942 
Brazil 308 S72 295 309 
Total includes 39 countries 4,306 4,324 Ago) 4,308 


1/ Estimate. 2/ Forecast. 3/ July-June year. 4/ October-September year. 
COTTON AND FIBERS 


CHINA is aggressively pursuing cotton export markets throughout Af- 
rica. Textile mills in a half dozen countries, including Egypt, Zaire and 
South Africa, have received samples of Chinese cotton. In a number of cases, 
China reportedly has offered cotton at below world prices and discussed alter- 
native financial terms covering barter arrangements and payment in non-conver- 
tible currencies. With a crop estimated at 27.9 million bales and mounting 
stocks, the Chinese are taking an active role as world cotton traders in an 
effort to increase exports. 


SEEDS 


In the UNITED STATES, exports of seed for planting totaled $205 mil- 
lion during July 1984-January 1985, 2 percent above a year earlier. Volume 
totaled 161,000 tons, an increase of 10 percent over last year. The export 
value of forage seed totaled $43 million, vegetable seeds $84 million, corn 
seed $29 million and sorghum seed $15 million for the seven-month portion of 
the marketing year. Major markets for U.S. seed exports were the European 
Community $54 million, Mexico $33 million and Japan $30 million. 


WOOD AND WOOD PRODUCTS 


In the UNITED STATES, exports of solid wood products in 1984 totaled 
$2.7 billion, down 5 percent from 1983. With few exceptions, the decline in 
exports was distributed across a broad range of products. Weak demand in 
Japan, the principal wood product market, contributed significantly to the de- 
cline. Japan alone accounted for $58.4 million of the $134.5-million de- 
cline. Lower prices for most wood product exports helped dampen the effect of 
the dollar's continued strengthening against foreign currencies. 
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In 1984, softwoods accounted for about 71 percent of the total value 
of wood exports. The value of U.S. softwood exports was down 6 percent com- 
pared with 1983 and hardwood exports were down 2 percent. Japan remained the 
largest single market for U.S. wood products, accounting for $1.02 billion, or 
38 percent of exports. Japan's share of U.S. export trade has fallen from 56 
percent in 1979. Exports of U.S. wood products to Canada, the second leading 
foreign market, declined 6 percent to $381.3 million. Wood shipments to 
China, however, continued their strong performance and were up 28 percent to 
$287.8 million. China's share of U.S. wood exports increased to 11 percent, 
compared with 8 percent in 1983 and zero in 1979. 


=h= 
Selected International Prices 


Item : March 19, 1985 : Change from : A year 
= : previous week : ago 
ROTTERDAM PRICES 1/ $ per MI $ per bu. $ per MT $ per MT 
Wheat : 
Canadian No. 1 CWRS-13.5%. 183.00 4.98 +1.00 197.00 
UsSemNo}. {2 DNS/NSsed4%s. sa l65.00 4.40 0 178.50 
U.S. NO. Z)SSR.Ws steece ss LOSE 4.46 +5.00 160.50 
US SceNO sm etlen. Oc s sete ioe Te IU 4.82 +.50 193.00 
Canadian No. 1 A: Durum... 187.00 Sy OE, -2.00 207.00 
Feed grains: 
U.S. NO.) 4, Yellow Corns... 9135-200 B43 +2.00 162.00 
Soybeans and meal: 
UeeaNOn 2 VCLIOWS «ccs os ECoers OL 6.64 £45625 316.80 
Brazil 47/48% SoyaPellets 4/ 155.00 -- +5.50 229. 
U.S. 44% Soybean Meal.... 150.00 “= -2.00 231.00 
U.S. FARM PRICES 3/ 
WEA te. ie > ele pioteiaie ata eieiee Spy abs) BETS 0 1465-55) 
Bale VWersielectetsisicielets fei SSS 78.54 IgA 7A +.46 103.80 
COR atereiete sche atts BAI wal iaremh 2<69 +1.18 132.68 
SOTOMUM so a slstetetetetate olatctersrorete 9502 Aeon? /, +1.10 110.89 
BrOLLCTS (47 tee wre ereis is sisca ate 1095.02 -- -46.52 1397.06 
EC IMPORT LEVIES 
What 25 /earste'sstejereinte arate iets 43.40 Tesi -.25 72.85 
Darley sccweer cise aie ole wale vase 46.35 ee - 50 67.90 
COD Rare esteterete sees Scale aveteeieiers 41.85 1.06 -1.45 55.40 
SOLGMUM cicistets siete is oc see slate ate oy ae) 138 -./0 67.40 
+ BLOMCLS 4/46/ 6O/ cee cece s ela. OO == -2.00 177.00 
EC INTERVENTION PRICES 7/ 
Common wheat(feed quality) 133.00 3.62 -1.65 182.95 
Bread wheat (min. quality)7/ 141.35 Seals -1.75 199.25 
Barley and all 
OLNErs LCCC) Ordilise eee SOU a -1.65 182595 
BLOMLETS#4/60/ see cee Te OU == -1.00 1226.00 
EC EXPORT RESTITUTIONS (subsidies) 
WINEIS onnHOGS CoOamogQutosac 16.10 44 thsi 40.50 
Daisey cteteraistone cre aieietacele'e sie se YBero aul +1.15 SHA 
BrOLLGTS™4/" 6/¥ Glisic sas note 85.00 ~ -1.00 139.00 


1/ Asking prices in U.S. dollars for imported grain and soybeans, c.i.f., 
Rotterdam. 2/ Hundredweight (CWT). 3/ Twelve-city average, wholesale weighted 
average. 4/ EC category--70 percent whole chicken. 5/ Reflects lower EC export 
subsidy--down to 20.00 ECU/100 bag effective 9/14/83 from 22.50 ECU/100 bag 
set in 2/83. 6/ F.o.b. price for R.T.C. broilers at West German border. 7/ 
Reference price. 8/ Reflects change in level set by EC. N.A.=None authorized. 
N.Q.=Not quoted. Note: Basis April delivery. 
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As an agricultural exporter, you 
need timely, reliable informa- 
tion on changing consumer 
preferences, needs of foreign 
buyers, and the supply and de- 
mand situation in countries 
around the world. 


To subscribe: Indicate which publications you want. Send a check for the total amount 
payable to the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier’s 
checks, or international money orders will be accepted. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. 
Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Room 4644-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 
The Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice can provide that information 


in its commodity circulars. No. of Subscriptions Subscription Rate 


World agricultural information Domestic Foreign 


: 10022 Cocoa (2 issues) $ 3.00 $4.00 
aus maa ra bactectey __ += 10003 ~=Coffee (3 issues) 5.00 10.00 
pore __ 10004 ~— Cotton (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
and agricultural trade all are 
available in these periodic Dairy, Livestock & Poultry: 
circulars. 10005 Export Trade & Prospects (8 issues) 14.00 22.00 
10006 Meat & Dairy Monthly Imports (12 issues) 20.00 25.00 
For a sample copy of these 10007 Dairy Situation (2 issues) 3.00 4.00 
reports—which can supply you 10008 Livestock & Poultry Situation (2 issues) 4.00 7.00 
with the information you need 10009 All 24 Reports Listed Above 41.00 58.00 
to make sound busi- Grane 
Hig tl neat ale 10010 World Grain Situation & Outlook (16 issues) 28.00 41.00 
form and mail it today. 10011 Export Markets for U.S. Grain (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
— +10013 USSR Grain Situation & Outlook (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
—____~—s« 10014 _~— All 40 Reports Listed Above 63.00 91.00 
—__ ~=—«: 10015 ~— Horticultural Products (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
___~=«-10016 Oilseeds & Products (13 issues) 27.00 42.00 
___~=—« 10017 += Seeds (4 issues) 9.00 15.00 
10018 Sugar, Molasses & Honey (3 issues) 5.00 8.00 
10019 Tea, Spices & Essential Oils (3 issues) 5.00 7.00 
__ += 10020 ~=Tobacco (12 issues) 25.00 40.00 
__ 10021 World Crop Production (12 issues) 18.00 25.00 
_ += 10023 Wood Products (4 issues) 7.00 10.00 


Total Reports Ordered 


Total Subscription Price 





() Please send me a sample copy. 


Made Payable to Foreign Agricultural Service. 





Enclosed is my Check for $ 





Name (Last, first, middle initial) 








Organization or Firm 








Street or P.O. Box Number 





State Zip Code 
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